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Documents, — 


scab. a8 9 _ REPORT 
Of the Committee of Claims on the petition of the executors of James 
he + \ Roddey, deceased, April 16, 1824. 


oo Read and ordered to lie upon the table. 

The. Committee on Claims, to which was referred the petition of Mary Roddey, 
for herself and three infant children, and Thomas Milliken, and John Kirk- 
patrick, executors of the last will and testament of the late James Roddey, 
présent the following REPORT : 

The petitioners state, in substance, that, during the late war, James 
Roddey entered into several contracts with the War Department, 
to supply the troops in the states of Virginia and South Carolina : 
that said contracts were performed on the part of said James Rod- 
dey ; that his accounts were regularly made out, vouched, examin- 
ed, and passed ; that, to enable him to carry into effect his con- 
tracts. he was obliged to use his own fands, and to procure other 
funds, bythe aid and assistance of his friends ; that he had uniform- 
ly declared, in his life time, that the government was indebted to him 
in @ large sum, sufficient to discharge all his debts, and that there 
would remain a handsome surplus for his family. Impressed with 
this belief, the executors aforesaid, after the death of the said James 
Roddey, applied to the War Depariment, for astatement of the ac- 
count of said Jamies, and were informed that, on or about the 12th 
of “August, 1817, on the adjastment of a number of the previous 
contracts, a final balance of one hundred and eighty-nine ‘thousand 
six hundred and four dollars ninety: six cents, remained to the cred- 
it of the said James, which, they were informed, had been carried 
td the account of one Robert C- Jennings, by power of attorney, in 
Augost; 1817, who was a debtor to the government ; that they have 
applied for said power of attorney, but that it cannot be found ; and 
that they believe that the said transfer was made without the know!- 
edge; approbation, or consent of their testator; in which they are 
confirmed, from his declarations, his abpot accounts, and the 
books of the War Department, on which the balance was strack. 
‘Phey further allege, that, in October, 1815, he purchased twenty- 
four artillery horses, for the use of the army under Gen. Gaines, 
assembled at Fort Hawkins, at and for the price of twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars ; that the horses, after having performed the service 
for which they were designed, were sold, and the avails of such 
sale were paid into the Uniten States’ Treasury. They say that the 
said James was not repaid the money expended in the purchasef 
those twenty-four horses, on the ground that Major Samuel Champ- 
lin, at that time Deputy Que~termaster General, in Sonth Carolina, 
had not rendered his accou They also state that the said James 
was oblige |}, in order to fur.ish the necessary supplies, and to make 
the necessary purchases to sustain the government in the war it was 
then waging, not only to use his own funds, but to resort to his 
friends, whose endorsements he obtained to procure loans, and that 
such friends relied on the amount due from the government to in- 
demnify them ; that the endorsers have, in most instances, paid 
the debts for which they were security ; and that, unless the amount 
now claimed be paid, they will be without remuneration, and three 
infant children without support ; and pray relief. , 

The committee have been induced to give this claim the mest. 
attentive examination, as well from the amount demanded, as the 
consequences dependent on its rejection. The claim may be clas- 
sed under two heads ; Ist, the-balunce found in favour of Mr. Rod- 
dey on the books of the Treasury, 2d. The amount expended in 
the purchase. of horses for the artillery As to the Ist, the bal- 
ance of $189,604 96 cents, having been found in favour of Mr Rod- 
dey,.it is incumbent op the government to prove that this amount 
has. been paid, or otherwise satisfied, or it is a debtor for this sum. 

..The petitioners have produced an account, purporting to be a 
copy.taken from Vr. Roddey’s book, by which it appears that he 
kept.an account of his issues in the state of South Carolina and 
Georgia, under bis contract of March 31st, 1814, amounting to the 
sum.of $194,856 23 1-2 cents, including $151+75 for salvage on a 
eirgo of ram, and costs.of a suit in a court of admiralty, and they 
pinenone. sot this amount is due, or otherwise Mr. Roddey would 

aye balanced it, as had been his practice in other instances. The 
last, a a atthe Treasury Department until after 


Mr Roddey’s.death. tis found, however, on examination, that, on 
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large amount, and that the balance in his favour was under the con- 
tract of April ist, 1814, made forsupplying the troops in the state 
of Virginia. To give the House a more distinct view of the trans- 
actions between the government and Mr. Roddey, the comaiittee 
will advert to the balances on the several contracts as they were 
noticed in the final settlement. ? 
Mr. Roddey was credited, on his contract of April 
Ist, 1814, entered into for the supply of troops in the 
state of Viiginia,the sumof ~  - : . $405,219 25 
On this account he was charged this amount for mo- 
ney - - - - $55,211 86 
Also, balance due United States on his 
contract, 7th November, 1811 - 
Do. under his contract dated November, 
17th, 1812 - - - 
Do. under his contract dated 31st March, 


28,396 29 


oO 


5,936 36 








i814, - ‘ : : 36,065 29 
Do. under special contract, dated 2d De- 
cember, 1812 - - - 5 49 
215,615 29 
Balance in Roddey’s favor - . 189,603 96 


One dollar less than was stated by the Third Auditor, in his Jetter 
to the executors, dated 17th of October, 1821, and this balance was 
carried to the credit of Mr. Jennings for the following-reasons : 

ist. ‘Phere was, and for many vears had been, a partnership be- 
tween Mr. Roddey and Mr, Jennings, in all their mercantile and 
money concerns. The committee direct the attention of the House 
to the following, among other documents, to prove the partnership : 
Ist. Mr. Hagner’s letter of March 15, 1824, addressed to the chart! 
man of the committee, by which it appears that Mr. Roddey and 
Jennings were partners in trade ; and, as far back as June, 1807, 
they jointly entered into a contract for furnishing rations’ to the 
United States’ troops in Virginia and South Carolina, during the 
year 1808. Tothe supply from the !st January, 1809, tothe 31st 
of May, 1812, the contracts were annually in the name of M’. Jen- 
nings, singly, and for the supply from this latter date tothe 3ist May, 
1815, they were annually in the name of Mr. Roddey alone. The 
issues in the state of South Carolina were made, and the accounts 
and vouchers, from time to time, rendered by Mr. Roddey ; and the 
issues in Virginia were made by Mr. Jennings, and the acéounts 
and vouchers for the same were received from him. ‘The propo- 
sals for the contracts of March 3ist, 1814, and April Ist, 1814, 
were both prese :ted by Mr. Jennings ; the first for supplying the 
troops in South Carolina, and the last in Virginia. In 1813 Mr. 
Jennings was appointed Deputy Commissary of Purchases in the 
district including the states of Virginia and South Carolina ; in the 
latter mentioned state Mr. Roddey acted a3 the agent of Mr. Jen- 
nings, and the accounts, vouchers, and expenditures, were rendered 
by him ; and for purchases in this. department, large sums of mo- 
ney were advanced to them, respectively, and charged th the ac: 
count of Mr. Jennings ; who had also an agency in, procuring. on 
‘Treasury notes, fands forthe government, aud for this purpose also, 
he received large sums of money, which were. carried to, his -ac- 
count, which is confined alone to these two-subjecis, and on which 
there is a large balance-due the government, after crediting the 
amount found in favour of Mr. Roddey. 2dly. The committee have 
had before them several letters written by Mr. Roddey and Mr. 
Jennings, to the accountiig officers and the Secretary of War, 
which prove a partnership ; as also several communications from 
the War Department, which treat them as jointly. concerned in 
their responsibilities to the government. These letters and their 
contents are mentioned in a schedule in Mr. Hagner’s communica- 
tion of March 24th, 1824, to which the committee refer. 
2d, That they both assented to such application of the balance, 
the committee think, is proved by the testimony of Mr, Hagner, and 
by attendant circumstances. Mr. Hagner, in bis letter of the’ 15th 
of March, 1824, before mentioned, when speaking of the balance 
found due to: Mr, Roddey, and its transfer to the account of Mr. 
Jennings, says * Yetthe circumstances and the connection, so well 
known by the Department to have all along existed between him 
(Roddey,) and’ Mr. Jennings, rendeted it incumbent/on the ac- 
counting officers to make a transfer of that account to the credit of 





the contract. of March 31st, 1914, Mr, Roddey had overdrawn to a 


the account statding in the name of Mr. Jennings, in tiqtidation of 
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the large sum due the public thereon, and, after this trausfer, a bal- 
ance still remained at his debit, of nearly 200,000 ; and, for the 
recovery whereof, a suit has been instituted against him <A power 
of attorney, or any other authority, from Mr. Roddey, to make the 
transfer, was never considered necessary, connected as he was 
with Mr, Jennings. ‘They were present here together before it 
was carried into effect, and were apprized of the intentions of the 
accounting officers to make such arrangement, and no objection 
thereto, by either of them, was ever hinted at.” In another letter 
from Mr. Hagner, addressed to a member of the committee, dated 
‘April 8, 1824, in answer to a communication made to him, request- 
ing definiteyanswers to several inquiries made, he says, ** that some- 
time, according to the best of my recollection in the winter of 
1816-17. while the accounts of Mr. Roddey and Mr. Jennings were 
under investigation, these gentlemen called together at my office, 
and it was then they were told, by me, of the course contemplated 
to be pursued on the settlement of their accounts, and to which no 
objection was raised ;” and he further says, ‘dor do | remember 
the words of Mr. Roddey’s reply, if he made any, though | am con- 
fident, none were used adverse to the arrangement.” ‘ 

Mr. Hagner, iv 4 communication to the Secretary of War, dated 
October 5, 1816, in answer to a call for an estimate of arrearages 
which had accrued prior to July 1, 1815, remarked, “ The con- 
tractors’ accounts remaining unsettled, and on which balances are 
claimed. may be stated at $100,000, independent of the balances 
claimed oa the accountof James Roddey, $240,000, (which was af- 
terwards. reduced to the sum heretofore mentioned.) which it is 
contemplated. to transfer to the credit of R. C- Jennings, in his ac- 
count as pay agent and deputy commissary.” 

The fact that Mr. Roddey did not, during his life, demand pay- 
ment of this balance, goes far to corroborate the statement of Mr. 
Hagner, that the transfer was made by his assent, if not by his ex- 
press consent. A letter from Mr. Roddey to Mr- Graham, acting 
Secretary ot War, of which the following is a copy, gives addition- 
al evidence on this point : 

; Cuarreston, July 17, 1817. 
«Sin :'T have, at this time, in the possession of Wm. Lee, Esq. Se- 
cond Auditor of the Treasury Department, abs_racts for provisions 
issued under my contract to the 3ist of May, 1817, leaving a bal- 
ance in my favour of 2,704 82; a small balance of $ 14 99. due on 
the contract of the Ist of March, 1815, and vouchers for ¢ 2,500, 
advanced for the purchase of artillery horses; making, in all, five 
thousand two hundred and nineteen dollars and eighty-one cents, 
which sum would be very acceptable, and I would be gratefully 
obliged if you would be pleased to cause it to be remitted to me. 
lf the vouchers are pot as yet adjusted, | should like to have the 
supposed balance, as I am reatly im want of it. 1 have also due me, 
two months’ supplies of the troops now in this harbour, under a spe- 
cial contract with Major Vandeventer, Deputy Quartermaster Gen- 
eral; and provisions are very high and scarce, and cannot be ob- 
tnined on any terms but for cash,” &c- 

If Mr. Roddey supposed that the Government was indebted to 
him in the amount now claimed, the committee cannot perceive why 
he should be thus urgent to have these comparatively small balances 
paidsto him, on claims of recent origin, and suffer this large amount 
to rersain unasked for, the receipt of which would have relieved 
him from all his embarrassments. The execution and delivery 
of a power of attorney was not necessary to authorize the account- 
ing Oflicers to make this transfer, although it might have been pru- 
dent to have required some writing, as evidence of the agreement 
between the parties ; and its production would exenorate Mr. Hag- 
ner from the responsibility that now rests on him ; but his state- 
ment, corroborated by several circumstances, the lapse of time, and 
the letter of Mr Roddey to the acting Secretary at War, satisfacto- 
rily proves that theamount of the balance'of Mr. Roddey’s account, 
was properly transferred to the account of Mr. Jennings, with the 
knowledge, consent, «nd approbation, of Mr. Roddey, and the same 
‘was thereby fully paid and discharged. 

As to the amount expended in the purchase of the artillery hor- 
ses, the committee observe that the petitioners have not produced 
any testimony in support of this part of their clam ; the committee 
have, however, in the investigation of this subject, obtained the 
copies of two letters from Wm. Lee, Second Auditor, and, by the one 
dated April 80; 1817, it appears that the horses referred to, were 

sirchased by Major Champlin, in October 1815. of J- Billings; that 

Ir. Roddey furnished the money, and, to indemfify him therefor, the 


counting officers refused to act on it, for the reason. that Major 
Champlin had not rendered his accounts, The other lettersis dated 
April 18th 1817, und speaks of the ‘claim as being money loaned 
from Mr. Roddey to Mayor Champlin,-to enable him to comply with 
the requisition of General Gaines for twenty-four horses. »lf the 
transaction was of a private nature in which Mr. Roddey gavecre- 
dit to Major Champlin, the Goverament.is not either: legally ox 
equitably bound to pay Mr. Roddey’s reprerentutives. Lhe com 
mittee do not, however, decide this part of the claims farther than 
to say that, from the testimony before them, it is not entitled.to-relief. 
2 hey recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioners are not entitled to relief. 


hes 


To the Honorable the Speaker and Members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America. ; = 
The Petition of Mary Koddey, for herself and her three infant chil- 
dren, Robert C J. Roddey, Octavia A. Roddey, and Jamesh. 
Roddey ; and of Thomas Milliken, and John Kirkpatrick, execu- 
tors of the last will and testament of the late James Roddey, 
ResPECTFULLY SHEWETH : iin eae 
That the said James Roddey, during the late war between the 
United States and Great Britain, entered into several contracts with 
the War Department of the United States, to supply, with rations, 
or provisions, the troops of the U. States, within the states of Vir- 
ginia and South Carolina, as by reference to the articles of ss 





meot for the said contracts, on the files of the said Department, w 
fully appear. And the said James Roddey, as your petilivners al- 
lege, and sincerely believe, under great difficulties and em 
ments, faithfully and honourably performed all the said contracts, 
and furnished the very extensive and expensive supplies thereb 
required, to the entire satisfaction o{ the several officers appoint 
| by the said Department to receive the same. And he, the said James 
Roddey, had his respectve official statements for the said supplies 
regularly made out and forwarded to the Department, and there ex- 
amined, vouched and passed to his credit. To enable the said 
James Roddey to procure these sapplies, he was obliged, not only to 
employ all tis own funds, which are believed to have been considera- 
ble, but he was compelled, through the assistance of his friends, to raise 
on loan, large sums of money, which remain still unpaid, and which 
were expended in providing the said supplies. And your petition- 
ers shew, to this Honourable House, that according to the books of 
account of the said James Roddey, and in conformity ts his uniform 
statement in his life time, a large sum of money, sufficient to pay all the 
debts due by the estate ofthe said James Roddey, and leave a hand- 
some surplus to his family, remains justly and truly due to him by the 
said Department ; and your petitioners, with every feeling of respect 
for the officers of the War Department, under whose inspection in the 
years 1815, 1816, and 1817, the accounts of the said James Roddey 
with the ssid Department, were audited and passed, submit to this 
Honourable House, that the accounts from the books of the said 
James Roddey, and his uniform statements in bis life time, of the 
large balance due to him from the said Department; are entirely cor- 
roborated and proved by the books of the Department for that peri- 
od. Your petitioners, under the firm impression and belief that a 
large amount was due to their testator, and having themselves little 
personal knowledge of the subject, (further than they had derived 
from his books and statement,) applied, through an agent, for infor- 
mation and payment, to the present head of that Department, the 
Hon. John ©. Calhoun, as the proper quarter for such an applica- 
tion, though those transactions had taken place before the .com- 
mencement of his term of office. And your petitioners cannot. re- 
frain from expressing their sincere acknowledgments for the candor 
and liberality with which their application was received by that gen- 
tleman, and by every officer of the government before whom it thea 
preperly came. From the books of the War Department it ap- 
peared, that, on or about the 12th of August, 1817, on the adjust- 
ment of a number of the contracts of the said James Roddey: with 
tie said Department, a final balance of no less than one handred 
aud ighty nine thousand six hundred and four dollars ninety-six 
cents remained at his credit. And your petitioners were at first 
informed, that this large sum, under a letter of attorney, given by 
the said Janes Roddey to one Robert C. Jennings, and then ike 
possession of the War Department, had, sometime about Augast 
1817, been carried to the credit of the said R. C, Jennings, in his 
account with the U. States. Your petitioners, through their said agent, 
requested to see this letter of attorney ; and after a diligent search 
for it among the documents of the War Department, to such letter, 











agctyunt was transferred from Champlin to Roddey, and that the ac- 





| oor any thing that could be construedinto sue) a letter, could there be 
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for him, and the other debts contracted by him have remained prin- 
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found. And petitioners verily and-traly believe, that this 
transfer to thicteaset the said Kobert C. Jennings, of the large 
balance due tothe said James Roddey by the-said Department, was 
never made with his knowledge, ap jon, or consent ;. and the 
state of his accounts with the War Department, us exhibited on the 
books of the said Department, ind ently of the said transfer,is, in 
great measure, corroborated by bis private books. From the sey- 
eral vouchers and accounts, it should seem that, under a contract 
of the-3ist of March, 1814, with the War Dey nt, James Rod- 
dey issued rations and made disbursements, to the amount of $194, 
856 234 one hundred and ninety-four thousand, eight hundred and 


fifty-six dollars, twenty-three and a half cents. From the books of 


the said James Roddey, no advance, or payment appear to have been 
mide, as by the account, number one, herewith, and to which your 
petitioners pray to refer, will fully appear. Under a contract of the 
Ist March, 1815, with the same Department, he issued rations to 
the am ount of ($ 51,414 994,) fifty one thousand four hundred and 
fourteen dollars, ninety-nine and a half cents, on which he received 
(51,400,) fifty-one thousand four hundred dollars leaving a balance 
due to him of ($14 994,) fourteen dollars ninety-nine anda half cents, 
as, by the account number two, herewith, will fully a . Undera 
contract of the 15th January, 1816, with the same Department, he 
issued rations to the amount of ($21,704 82) twenty-one thou. 
sand seven hundred and four dollars, eighty-two cents, on 
which he received ($21,394 36) twenty-one thousand three hun- 
“and ninety four dollars thirty-six cents, leaving a balance 
due ‘him of ($310 46,) three hundred and ten dollars forty- 
~six cents, as by the account number three, herewith, will fully 
appear. In October, 1815, when the public service required 
prompiness, and the agent of the Government here had not the 
means of making the necessary advance, the said James Roddey pur- 
chased, at the price of ($2,500) two thousand five hundred dollars, 
24 artillery horses, for the use of the army then assembied at Fort 
Hawkins, under General Gaines, preparing to meet an expected 
attack from the Indians These horses were, through the patriotic 
exertions of the said James Roddey, furnished, in time, to General 
Gaines, and when they were no longer required for the public 
service, they were fr: 4 and the proceeds received by the United 
‘States. For these twenty-four horses, James Koddey bas never 
been repaid. Objections were made to his repayment for them, on 
the nd, a8 your petitioners are informed, that Major Samuel 
Champlin, at that time deputy quartermaster general in this state, 
(South Carolina) had not rendered his accounts. But your peti- 
tioners submit, that a defauli by Major Champlin to render his ac- 
counts, could not impair, much less destroy, the just rights of James 
Roddey, for the sums advanced by him. On the 15th October, 
1817, the said James Roddey addressed a letter, on this subject, to 
the Hon George Graham, then acting Secretary of War, in which 
he urges the justice of this claim by such a statement of facts and 
arguments, as your petitioners feel persuaded will be found entirely 
satisfactory, and to this letter, now, it is presumed, on the files of 
the war office, and to the accompanying accounts, numbers one, 
two, three, already mentioned, and the accounts n r four, and 
statement number five, containing a general view of the said ac- 
counts of the said James Roddey, with the United States, from the 
3ist March, 1814, to the 6th of apy eee 1817, your petition- 
ers respectfully pray leave to'refer. From these accounts it'would 
‘appear, that, on the 6th of September, 1817, the United States 
were indebted to the said James Roddey, (197,661 69,) one bun- 
dred and ninety-seven thousand six hundred and eighty one dollars 
sixty-nine cents. And your petitioners further show, that, in or 
der to enable the said James Roddey promptly to fulfil his con- 
tracts with Government, he was, from time to time, obliged to. bor- 
row money of the banks, and, in so doing, to avail himself of the 
indorsements of his friends, and to contract other debts, to a con- 
siderable amount, and these indorsements and credits were given 
to. him, principally on the security of the debt alleged, and believed 
to be due ta ‘him, as above stated. And, in consequence of his 
death, and the non payment of this debt, his friendly indorsers 
havé not only been obliged to take up the notes indorsed by them 
cipally unpaid, but his widow and three orphan children are wholly 
unprovided for, and, unless the said debt be now settled, on this 


petition, the estate of the said James Roddey, instead of yielding, 


as was believed. a considerable surplus for his family, will be utter- 
Jy insolvent, his friends apd creditors who assisted him to perform 








{ " : 

fully show, that the eaid James Roddey was a man of unblemished 

reputation, and the strictest integrity. His conduct, in his various 

contracts with the Government always received approbation. He 

laboured with incessant zeal for the good of his country, and, at u 

season when much was at stake, he cheerfully pledged his whole 

fortune and credit, in aiding to carry on the public operations. For 

the accuracy of this statement, your petitioners can appeal to the 

several officers commanding the troops which he supplied, and they 

flatter themselves it is not unknown to the administration. Your 
petitioners are persuaded that ample justice will be done to the 
memory, the credit and family of such a man. The transfer above 
mentioned, is said to have been made in August, 1817. Aftera 
considerable period of lingering indisposition, that incapacitated 
him from attending to business, James Koddey died in the month of 
March, 1818. At the time of his death. his eldest child, Robert C. 
J. Roddey, was only three years old—his youngest three months 
old. Until the day of his death be constantly alleged, and deelar- 
ed, that a large sum was due to him by the United States, which, 
when received, would fully pay all his debts, and leave a handsome 
surplus for hisfamily. Your petitioners then believed, and still be- 
lieve, the truth of his declaration, and they very respectfully solicit 
that a Committee of your Honourable Body may be appointed to-ex- 
amine their claim for the estate of the said James Roddey, as above 
stated, and to make such order, or resolve thereon, as justice, and 
the nature of the case, may require, and your petitioners will ever 
pray. 





MARY RODDEY, 

For herself and three Children, 
THOMAS MILLIKEN, 
J. KIRKPATRICK, 





*No. 1. 


Dr. United States, under contract for the State of South-Carolina and Geor- 
gia, with the estate of James Roddey. 





For issues made under contract, dated 31st March, 
1824: 


1814. 24: 
Nov, 28. | To 67,897 complete rations issued to troops at 18 cts 
1,293 do do do 20 do 
8,737 do do do 15 do 
1,224 rations whiskey, do 4 do 
19 do wmeat, do 64 do 
19 do flour, do 64 do 
1614 Ibs. candles, do 24 do 
27 do soap, do do 12 do} 





5,553 complete rations issued to laborers 18 de! 
30jF or rations issuedto the troops in the State off 
Georgia, under the orders of Major General T. 


$13,883 86 
999 Sh 








inckuey ; 





To 14,867 complete rations issued to troops, 38 cts) 2 
27,027 do do do 18 do 





64 rations whiskey, do 4 
10,808 do meat, do do 64d 
13,742 do flour, do do 64 do 
100 tbs. soap, do do 12 do 
816 quarts salt, do do 4 do 
: eomeat 9,183 87 
1945. |For issues made under contract, dated Sist March, 
> 4 ; 
Jan, 30. |To 419.454 complete rations issued to troops, 18 aes 72 
30,752 do do do 3 15 do 
3,878 rations whiskey, do 4. do 
314 meat, do 62 do} 
3,371¢ do flour, do 64 do 
aaa Ibs. candles, do 24 dol 
22% do soap do 12 de 
904 quarts salt, do 4 dil 
73 do‘ vinegar, do 4do 


——>--——| 80,992 
March 22/F er iasues made under contract, dated 31st March, 80,882 .094 
14 . ° 


To 313,942 complete rations issued to troops, 18 ¢ts\56.509 
3 do do do } 


15 do 

4,142 rations floar, do 64 do 
3,909 do meat, do 64 do 
182 lbs. candles, do 24 do 
14 do soap, do 12 do 

24 rations whiskey, do 4 do) 

3 quarts salt, do 4 do 
16,971 complete rations, do 18 do 
100 tbs. candles, do 24 do 
100 do soap, do 12 do 





56 
April 12. |For issues made under be rag: dated 31st March, 60,656 09) . 
814: 


‘© 72,183 complete rations, 





his contracts with the Goverpment will be seriously injated, and |} 


his family left to hopeléss penury. And your petitioners vespect- 








6,793 rations whiskey, - 4do 
3485 do ment, . - G$do 
8,262 ~ do flour, - - 64 do 
77 \bs. candles, - - - 24 do}" 
242 quarts salt, — - - : 4 do ‘ 
8,523 complete rationa@ —- , 13 do} 3,5: 





ee! 15614 Sy 
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Statement— Continued. 

















1 for issues made under contract, dated Slst Mareh ; 
fuly 4 
: To 8,509 complete rations, at - -  W8ets, 1,531 62 
50 Ibs. candles, . - 24 do 14 
50 do soap, - : 12 do 6 
55,264. complete rations, < 18 do} 9,947 
7,059 do do - 15 do} 1,058 
5AM do whiskey, 9)- 4do| 218 
4,525 do meat 64do| 268 
4,783; do — flour 64 do} 310 § 
3644 Ibs. candles —_- 24 do 87 
240; do soap - 12 do 28 & 
2404 quarts vinegar 4 do bs) 
57 0 dos salt - : 4 do 2 
15,484 51 
August 2. {To salvage paid on five puncheons of rum and fifty 
barrels flour, shipped to Georgetown, S.C. for 
the issues to the troops at post, and captured by 
the British, and recaptured by the United States’ 
cutter Boxer, and one eighth awarded to the crew 
of the cutter - - - - 38 2 
To paid Admiralty Court costs in the above decree; © 113 50 151 75 
$194,856 234 








TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Trip Avupitor’s Orrice, March 15, 1824. 

Sin :—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter, enclosing the petition of the widow and executors of James 
Roddey, deceased, with several accounts connected therewith, and 
expressing it to be the wish of the Committee of Claims to receive 
information on all the poiuts embraced in the petition, and, particular- 
ly, as to the authority for making the transfer complained of by the 
petitioners. 

As a preliminary to so much ef the required information as this 
office can supply, it may be proper to recite some of the represen- 
tations made in the petition, and to observe with respect to others, 
that the accounts therein referred to, Yor provisions issued under 
Mr, Roddey’s contracts of the Ist March, 1815, and 15th January, 
1816, and for the Artillery horses purchased in October, 1815, be- 
longed to the office of the 2d Auditor, where those under the con- 
iracts, ithas been ascertained, were settled, and a balance of $1,194 
36, which was found due to Mr. Roddey thereon, was transmitted 
to him in Augaost, 1817. 
South-Carolina only, and the affairs under them appear to have 
been managed wholly by Mr. Roddey, and the government to have 
been concerned with him alone. His claim, as to the horses, was 
rejected and returned, for reasons expressed in letters addressed 
to him by the Second Auditor, of which l have procured, and now 
send, copies. 

The petition sets forth, that various contracts were entered into 
by Mr. Roddey, with the War Department, for the supply of pro- 
visions to the troops of the United States in Virginia and South Car- 
olinay and that, according to Mr. Roddey’s books of account and his 


uniform statement in his lifetime, a large sum of money yemained 


dve'to him from the government. That, under an impression thus 


derived, of this being the fact, the petitioners made application to 
ihe Wer Department, and were informed, that, in August, 1817, 
on the adjustment of a number of Mr. Roddey’s contracts, a ba- 
{ancerof no less than $189,604 36, remained at his credit ; and that 
ibis amount, ander a letter of attorney given by Mr. Roddey to 
one Robert C. Jennings, had been carried to the credit of said 
That the agent 
of the petitioners requested to see the letter of attorney, but none 
could be found, nor any thing which could be construed into such 
That they verily believe the transfer, to the credit of 
said Jennings, of the aforesaid balance, was never made with his 
knowledge, approbation, ‘or consent ; and that the state of Mr. 
l.oddey’s'accounts with the War Department, as exhibited on the 
books thereof, independent of the said transfer, was, in a great 


iennings,-in his account with the United States. 


a letter. 


measure, corroborated by his private books, it seeming, that, un 


der a contract of the 31st March, 1814, he issued rations and made 


disbursements amounting to $194,856 23, (an account whereof 


? 


marked No. 1, is referred to in the petition, and is filed therewith ) 
and for which no advance or payment appeared by his books to have 


been made. 


On these .points I have to remark, that, during, and for some 


time before and after, the late war with Great Britain, Mr. Rod 
dey, and the R. C. Jennings, vamed in the petition, were co-part 
ners in trade, and as far back us June, 1807, they jointly enterec 


into a contract for furnishing rations to the United States’ troops in 


Virginia and South-Carolina, during the: year 1808. For the sup 


gly from the Ist January. 1809, to the 31st May, 1812, the con- 


These contracts extended to the state of 


es, 
tracts were annually in the name of Mr. Jennings, singly, and -for 
the supply from this latter date, tothe 3)st May, 1815, they were 
annually in the name of Mr. Roddey alone. ‘Ihe issues im the 
state of South-Carolina were made, and the accounts and vouchers 
from time to time rendered, by Mr. Roddey; and the issues ‘in 
Virginia were made by Mr. Jennings, and the accounts and vouch- 
ers for the same were received from him. For the year beginning 
on the Ist June, 1614, and ending on the 31st May, 1815, two dis- 
tinct contracts were entered into, one dated 3lst March, 1814, for 
supplying the troops in South-Carolina, and the other dated Ist 
April, 1814, for supplying the troops in Virginia, and the proposals 
for both of them were presented by Mr. Jennings. The charges 
in the account marked No. I, referred to in the petition, agree with 
the accounts transmitted to the War Department by Mr. Roddey, 
for the year ending on the Slst May, 1815, (except the charge of 
$151 75, for salvage, &c. which I cannot find to have been there 
|made,) and the amount of those charges, save some small deduc- 
tions, was passed off to Mr. Roddeys credit, under his contract of 
the 31st March, 1814; and, ander-this contract, after charging him 
with advances made, on account thereof, to Mr. Jennings and bim- 
self, he was, on the final settlement of his accounts, found indebted 
to the United States upwards of 36,000, and under prior contracts, 
balances were found to be due from him to the United States, amount- 
ing to upwards of $191,000. 

In 1813, Mr. Jennings was appointed a Deputy Commissary of 
Purchases, in the district including the states of Virginia and 
| South-Carolina, and acted as such in Virginia till after the war, 
and Mr. Roddey ofhciated in the like character as his agent, in South- 
Carolina, and in this copay they received advances to a great 
amount. Mr. Jennings had also an agency during the war in pro- 
curing, on Treasury notes, funds tor the government, for payment 
of the troops in the southern states, and, for this purpose, also, he 
received large sums of money. ‘Ihe accounts and vouchers for 
expenditures inthe Commissary Department by Mr. Roddey, were 
rendered by him, and Mr. Jennings presented those for his dis- 
bursements, and the amount of the whole was passed to the credit 
of Mr. Jennings, who, in this business, was ostensibly the princi- 
pal. The accounts and youchers for the provisions issued in the 
state of Virginia, under the contract of the 1st April, 1814, were 
received from Mr. Jennings, and it was only under this contract, 
(of which, it is to be observed, the petition takes no notices» that 
there was any balance in favour of the contractor ; and although, 
as the contract was in the name of ir. Roddey, the amount found 
due thereon from the Unit d States, had, after debiting him with 
the balances he owed onder the others, to be, in the first instance, 
entered to Mr. Roddey’s credit, yet the circumstances, and the con- 
nexion so well kuown by this Department to have all along existed 
between bim and Mr. Jennings, rendered it incumbent on the ac- 
counting officers to make a transfer of that amount to the credit of 
the account standing in the name of Mr. Jennings, in liquidation of 
the large sum due to the public thereon ; and after this transfer a 
balance still remained at his debit of nearly $200,000, and for the 
recovery whereof a suit has been instituted against him. A power 
of attorney, or any other authority from Mr. Roddey, to make the 
transfer, was never considered necessary, connected as he was with 
Mr. Jennings. They were present here together before it was car- 
ried into offect, and were apprized of the intention of the account- 
ing officers to make such an arrangement, and no objection thereto, 
by either of them, was ever hinted at. 

‘No claim for any balance, under either of the contracts of 1814, 
was ever presented by Mr, Roddey, nor does it appear, by anyvof 
his letters to the accounting officers, written after the expiration 
of those contracts, fo wit, the 3lst May, 1815, that he considered 
the public to be indebted to him for any transactions previous to 
that_date. 

An application, as mentioned in thepetition, was made at this 
office by an agent of the executors, and of his letterand my reply 
I herewith send copies. Since this reply was written, Mr. Jen- 
'nings accidentally called at the office, and, on hearing it read, 
confirmed the accuracy of its details. 

If evidence as to the connexion existing between Mr. Roddey 
and Mr. Jennings shall be considered desirable by the Committee, 
‘copies of various letfers and other papers on that head shall be 
‘furnished on my being informed to that effect. Mo <1) ae 
The papers are returned. ; ee 
With great respect, your most ob’t servant, 
PETER HAGNER, Auditor, 
Hon. Lewrs Wiuttaus, House of Representatives... .' 
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‘TREASURY DEPARTMENT, — 


one 8 ane 


that he wished’ it to be understood Mr. Roddey would renew 


Tuirp Avprror’s*Orricr, 24th March, 1824. || the contract for those States, on equal terms with any other pro- 


Sir: I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, of the 20th inst. with the documents lately referred to me 
in the case of the widow and executors of James Roddey, deceas- 


Is. 
14th March, 1814.— Copy of a letter from the Secretary of 
War, to Mr. Jennings, informing the latter of the aceeptance of 


ed, and-signifying it to be»the wish of the Committee of Claims | one of his bills for $20,000, for supplying troops in Georgia, »n- 


{o.obtain any further evidence in this office, tending to show the 
connexion or co-partnership which may have existed between Mr. 
Roddey and Mr. Jennings. 

lL have accordingly selected from the numerous letters from these | 
gentlemen to the officers of government, such as most obviously |, 
indicate their connexion and co-partoership, and which are par- || 
ticularized in the subjoined schedule, and are, herewith, transmit}, 
ted for the inspection of the Committee. 1 send, also, copies of |) 
several Jetters, addressed to them from the War Department, aud | 
other papers. 

The whole of the correspondence and transactions, tend to show 
a joint concern, one of them acting in Virginia, and the otber in 
South-Carolina, and each, (after Mr. Jennings’s appointment as 
Deputy Commissary,) in the double capacity of contractor and de- 
puty Commissary, the principal being ostensibly in the one depart- 
ment, Mr...Roddey, and in the other, Mr. Jennings; each receiv- 
ing advances in both capacities, and carrying on with the Secreta- 
ry of War and accounting officers the correspondence in relation 
to the duties of both, inthe state wherein each acted. All the 
original papers now furnished, | have to request the Committee to 
return as soon as done with, that they may be restored to the files 
to which they belong. The documents which came with your | 
letter, now accompany them. 


A 








Your most obedient servant, 
PETER HAGNER, Arnditor. 
The Hon, Lewis Wittiams, House of Representatives. 





SCHEDULE. 


26th October, 1811.—Letter from Mr. Roddey to the Secretary 
ef War, binding himself for the due performance of a contract 
made by Mr. Jennings, for the supply of rations in Virginia and 
North and South-Carolina, from Ist June, 1811, to3ist May, 1812, 
and stating that Mr. Jennings had his power of attorney to execute 
any instrument, or obligation, to that effect, if the letter should not 
be considered sufficient ; and, also, accountable for any advances 
made on the same. 
Ist December, 1811.—Leiter from Mr. Jennings to the Secre- 
tary of War, stating that it would be necessary for Mr. Rod 
dey, in order to enable him to continue the supply of the 
treops, to receive the contract price for such abstracts as he might 
forward. ‘ 
12th January, 1812.—Letter from Mr. Roddey to the Secretary 
of War, enclosing the last preceding one. 
Ist February, 1812:—Letter from Mr. Roddey to the Secretary 
of War, wherein, after noticing a contract which had been en- 
tered into by his authorized agent, R. C. Jennings, for the sup- 
ply of rations in Virginia, North and South Carolina, from Ist 
June, 1812, to Sist May, 1813, he states that Mr. Jennings is 
authorized. to receive such advances as the Secretary of War 
might, from time to time, think proper to make on that contract. 
On this letter there is a receipt of Mr. Jennings for a warrant 
for an advance of $15,000. 
9th February, 1513.—Letter from Mr. Jennings to the Secretary 

of War, wherein he speaks of Mr. Roddey as his partner, and as 
being the principal of their house at Charleston, and explains the 
cause of the making of the contracts, being transferred to Mr. 
Roddey. 
_ 27th April, 1813,—Letter from Mr. Roddey to the Secretary of 
War, wherein he repeatedly calls Mr. Jennings his partner, and 
expresses his wish that Mr, Jennings should receive’ the full 
amount of the: issues he might make in Virginia and North Car- 
olina, and such advances as the Secretary might think proper, 
or necessary to furnish, for providing for the troops in those 
States. 
10th August, 1813.—Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War 


der the contract of the fate Robert B. Carter, and of the neces- 
sity of protesting another of his bills for $20,000, on account of 
that contract, in consequence of a new contract having been en- 


: tered into by General Pinckney, hecause Mr. Roddey required 45 


cents per ration, as a condition of his making the necessary sup- 
plies; and stating, also, that the circumstances would be no‘e’, 
that it might not affect the credit of Mr. Jennings’s bilis for other 
purposes. 

3ist March, 1814.—Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War 
to Mr. Roddey, forwarding a contract and bond for execution. 

2nd April, 1814.—Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War, 
to Mr. Jennings, authorizing the latter under an arrangement pro- 
posed by him on that day, to draw bills at different dates for an 
amount not exceeding $400,000 ; and copies of four bills, drawn 
by Mr. Jennings on the Ist of April, Ist of June, and Ist and 19th 
September, 1814, for sums amounting to $340,000, on account of 
Mr. Roddey’s contracts, and of the receipts for the warrants for 
those sums. al 

10th April, 1814.—Extract from a letter to the Secretary of 
War, from Mr. Jennings, referring to a communication relative 
to the renewal of Mr. Roddey’s contract for North and South- 
Carolina, agreeably to proposals offered in November. 


With great respect, | 13th May, 1814,—Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War, 


‘to Mr. Roddey, enclosing for execution, a contract and bond for 
|supplying troops in South-Carolina, for one y ear from the Ist 
‘June, then next, conformably to proposals of the twenty-ninth 
| November, 1813, received from Mr. Jennings on the 9th April, 
,1814. 

| 17th August, 1814.—Letter from Mr. Roddey to the Secretary 
of War, enclosing his contract and bond for the supply of the 
troops in South-Carolina, and stating that bis bond for the fulfil- 
‘ment of ibis coutract in Virginia had been forwarded through Mr. 
| Jennings. 

17th August, 1814.—Letter from Mr. Roddey tothe Secretary of 
War, enclosing an account current for provisions furnished by him 
in Georgia, to complete Robert B. Carter’s contract ; also, the ac- 
count current wherein Mr. Roddey has credited an advance made 
to Mr. Jennings. 

24th September, 1814.—Letter from Mr. Jennings to the Secre- 
tary of War; relative to the negotiation of one of the bills drawn 
by him on account of Mr. Roddey’s contract, commencing on 
the Ist of June then last, and to the issues making by him and 
| Mr. Roddey. 

13th October, 1814.—-Copy of a letter from the Secretary of 
War to Mr. Jennings, requiring the rendition of the vouchers for 
his and Mr. Roddey’s expenditures. 

24th October, 1614.—-Mr. Jennings’s reply. ' 
25th October, 1814.—Copy of a letter from the Seeretary of 
War to Mr. Jennings, concerning a memorial presented by Gen. 
Porterfield, from most of the officers of his brigade, by which it ap- 
peared Mr. Jennings had neglected to supply the brigade with pro- 
| per rations, and stating that the general had been furnished with 
E copy of his (Mr. Jennings’s) contract, with orders to execute 


vigorously the articles by which he might be compelled to furnish 
| the proper supplies. 

| ‘This letter shows that, although Mr. Roddey was the contractor 
in name, he was not considered to be so in fact, for the state of 
| Virginia at least. 


| 3ist October, 1814.--Mr. Jennings’s reply. 


6th January, 1815 --Letter from R. C. Jennings to the Secre- 
tary of War, explaining the amount of his issues in Virginia and 
| Mr. Roddey’s in South-Carolina, and requesting, as he had receiv- 
led pressing communications from Mr. R Sor funds, and not 
| being able to make avy negotiations at Richmond that would afford 
him aid, that a remittance might be made to Mr. Roddey. 











fo Mr, Jeanings, authorizing him to draw bills to the amount of || 26th June, 1815.—Copy of a letter from the War Devartment to 


$200,000, on account of Mr. Roddey’s contract. 
25th January, 1814.—Letter from Mr. Jennings to the Secreta- 


| Mr. Kelly, in reply to an application concerning the non-pay- 
'ment by Mr. Ruddey of Mr. Kelley’s account, for sapplies in the 











ry of War, wherein he represents what had passed at the War 
Department when he was last there, and that, in consequence 
thereof, he considered the contract of Mr, Koddey, for Virginia 


and Nortb-Carolina, as renewed, and so advised him ; and adde ; dey hud drawn his funds; that Mr. Jeauings bad not rendered bia 





Commissary Department, and informing the latter that no remit- 
1 tances had lately been made to Mr. Roddey, but that large ad- 
| vances had been made to Mr. Jennings, through whom Mr. Rod: 
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accounts; and that no funds'could be advanced to either fill theit |} counts, and by the same statement which exhibited it to be due. 


accounts were settled. 

17th July, 1817.—Letter from Mr. Roddey to the acting Secre- 
tary of War relative to balances due to him under his contracts 
of 1815 and 1816, a sum of $2,500, advanced for the purchase of 
artillery horses, and money due him for two months’ supplies, 
under a special contract, and urging a remittance. 

This letfer. it will be observed, is not addressed to the account- 
ing officers, but to the head of the War Department, and, had Mr. 
Roddey considered himself a creditor of the governmect for any 
other transactions than are there nuticed, he would not, most as- 
suredly, when calling attention from that source to a recapitulation 
of his demands, have failed to mention a claim of such magnitude 
as that now set up. 

31st December, 1815.—A bill and receipt of Jennings & Roddey, 
for rent of the military store, and of an office for the Deputy Com- 
missary of Purchases, 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Tuirp Avpitor’s Orrice, 8th April, 1824. 

Sin .—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 7th instant, on the subject of the petition of the ex- 
ecutors of James Roddey, and stating that, for the information of 
the Committee of Claims, you were instructed to make the fol- 
lowing inquiries :— 

‘Is all the money that was paid to Roddey or Jennings, on 
account of Roddey’s contracts of 7th November, 1811, 17th No- 
vember, 1812, 3ist March, and Ist April, 1814, charged in Rod- 
dey’s accounts? If not, why was a separate account opened 
with Jennings ? 

“ Had Jennings, for those years, or any one of them, a contract 
for supplies? If so in which of the years, what is the amount of 
his abstracts, and what the amount of money advanced him on such 
contracts ? 

‘If Jennings had no contracts, and if no part of the money 
advanced on Roddey’s contracts was charged to him, when, and 
on what account, did Jennings become indebted to the government? ? 

*<1f Reddey was told, when the balance was found in his fa- | 
vour, on the 12th day of August, 1817, that the same would be | 
carried to Jennings’s account, by whom was he so told, and in | 
whose presence? What was Roddey’s reply, if any ? When was, 
said balance actually carried to Jennings’s account ?” 

In reply, I have to state, that all the money advanced on account 
of the contracts referred to, whether it was received by Mr. Rod- | 
dey or Mr. Jennings, was entered to Mr. Roddey’s debit; that Mr. | 
Jennings, for the years mentioned, or any one of them, had no con- | 
tract for supplies, with the General Government. That, in 1813, | 
as | have before apprized the committee, Mr. Jennings was ap- | 
pointed a Deputy Commissary of Purchases, and be had, also, an | 
agency in procuring, on ‘I'reasury notes, funds for payment of the | 
troops in the southern states, and that it was for transactions in 
these eapacilies, (and in which Mr. Roddey officiated in the state 
of South-Carolina,) that large sums remained at the debit of Mr. 
Jennings, on the setilement of his accounts ; that some time | 
according to the best of my recollection, in the winter of 1816, . 
‘17, while the accounts of Mr. Roddey and Mr. Jennings were un- 
der investigation, these gentlemen, called together, at my office, 
and it was then that they were told by me of the course contem- 
plated to be pursued on the settlement of their accounts, and to | 


which, as the executors were informed in the letter | addressed | 


to them. (a copy whereof has been furnished to the Committee,) 
no objection was raised, and the accuracy of the statement made 

ip this letter, has been subsequently confirmed by Mr. Jennings, ou 
its being read to him by me. ‘That I am not aware of any 
other person having been present, at the time, than Messrs- 
Jennings and Roddey, and myself; nor do I remember the 
words. of Mr. Roddey’s reply, if he made any, though I am confi- 
lent none were used adverse to the arrangement ; that a union of 
interests existed between Mr. Roddey and Mr Jennings, in their 
transactions with the government, was a thing as well understood 
here as any other of common notoriety. In reply to a call on me 
by the Secretary of War, in October, 1816, for an estimate of the 
means necessary to be providec for war claims, | find | have men- 
tioned, as a reason for making no provision for the balances due on 
Mr. Roddey’s contracts, the then intention to make the transfer in 
question ; and of the letter alluded to, L'send a copy herewith:— 





A settlement of Mr. Jennings’s accounts was made nearly at the 
same time, and of the letters addressed to him in relation to: both 
accounts, copies are herewith furnished. With great respect, 
Your moat obedient servant, 

PETER HAGNER, Jluditor. 
The Hon. E. Wurrrresey, House of Representatives... rit 


= 





Washington, 8th October, 1821. 
Sir: Lam instructed by the executors of the late James Rod- 
dey to obtain, from the War Department, a copy of the amount due 
him on the last settlement of his account, with that office, and also 
a copy of the power by which said balance was carried to the cre- 
dit of R. C. Jennings. 
You will be pleased to address an answer to the above particu- 
lars, to Messrs. John Kirkpatrick and ‘Thomas Milliken, executors 
of the estate of James Roddey, Charleston, 8. C. 
Your early attention to this request, will coufer an obligation ow 
Sir, your most obedient servant, 


8. K. DOUGLASS. 
P. Hacner, Esq. War Office. 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Trurp Avpiror’s Orrice, 17th October, 1821. 
GenrLemen :—At the instance of Mr. J. K. Douglass, I address 
you im reply toa letterfrom him to me, under date of the 8th inst. 
wherein he requires a copy of the amount due James Roddey on the 
last settlement of his accounts with this office ; and, also, a copy 
of the power by which said balance was carried to the credit of R. 
C. Jennings, The settlements made in this office, of the accounts 
of Mr. Roddey, on the 12th of August, 1817, were for provisions 
issued under his several contracts, dated 7th November, 1811, 17th 
November, 1812, 31st March and Ist April, 1814, which embraced 
the supplies to the 3ist May, 1815. His accounts for supplies, 
under subsequent contracts, were settled at the office of the Se- 
cond Auditor, and donot appertain to this office. On the accountsset- 
tled at this office, as before mentioned, balances were due the United 
States under all contracts, except under that dated Ist April, 1814, 
which was exclusively for supplies in the state of Virginia, and 
the balance on that contract arose from the circumstance of the 
advances charged to the other contracts, beyond the actual amount 


| of supplies under them, and to the large advances made to Mr. 


Jennings, the known partner and attorney of Mr. Roddey in all 
those contracts. Consequently, when the accounts of Mr. Rod- 
dey were settled, the balances found due on that contract, after charg- 
ing it with the balances due on the others, was carried to the credit 
of Mr. Jennings, and this, with*an entire understanding on the part 
of Mr. Roddey, and of Mr. Jennings, of the arrangement. Besides 
the correspondence on the subject, in all of which there is not a 
aingle objection made by Mr. Roddey to that arrangement, he was 
himself present in this office with Mr. Jennings when it was made, 
and no objections ever hinted at. I cannot lay my hands on any 
express power of attorney from Mr. Roddey to Mr Jennings, to 
transfer the balance alluded to, but the facts that the abstracts of all 
the supplies under the contract of the Ist April, 1814, were fur- 
nished by Mr. Jennings, that the statement of the account was 
rendered by him and signed, “James Roddey by R. C. Jennivgs.” 
that the drafts for the money advanced was drawn by him for ac- 
count of Mr. Roddey, and paid by the Secretary of War, chargea- 
ble to Mr Roddey’s account. In short that, from the making of 
the proposals for the contracts to their termination, Mr. Jennings, 
with the approbation and consent of Mr. Roddey, acted as his 


| partner and agent, and was so acknowledged by the Department of 


War in all the transactions relating thereto, and the accounts were 
settled accordingly. ; . 

The following statement will shew the settlement referred to, of 
the particulars of which Mr. Jennings was informed by letter from 
this office, addressed to bim under date of the 12th August, 1817, 
as attorney to James Roddey : 

The supplies under contract, dated Ist 

April. 1814, amoynted per official 
statement, to 
Opposed to which was this sum char-: 


- - 


$405,219 25 


ged to that account, me - 55,211 86 
Also, balance due U. S. on his con- 
tract, dated 7th November, 1811, 28,396 29 











The balance in Me Roddey’s favour was transferred to Mr. Jen 
nivgs’s credit, at the time of the settlement of Mr. Roddey’s ac- 


Do. under his contract, dated 17th 
November, 1812, 


95,936 36 








a 


ae. 7. 
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eel met 


“Do. under his contract, dated 3ist. 





March, 1814... <,-,.. = 1+ sm.» 88,085 29 
Do. under special contraet, dated 2d. 
December, 1812, - - 5 49 
: — 215,614 29 
- Leaving a balance of $189,604 96 


Which amount was cartied to the credit of R. C. Jennings, as be- 
fore stated, leaving him still largely indebted to the United States. 
Respectfully your obedient servant, 
: PETER HAGNER,; Auditor. 
Messrs. Jonw KrkxratTrick and 


Taomas MinurKen, Charleston, South-Carolina. ‘ 


Copy of the letter of the Additional Accountant to the Secretary of War, 
relative to the transfer of the balance due Roddey. 
Waa DerartMent, Additional Accountant's Office, Oct. 5, 1816, 

Sin: I have the honour to state, in reply to your letter of the 1s 
instant, calling for an estimate of the probable amouat of arreara- 
ges which had accrued, previous to Ist July, 1815, and whicti now 
remain unpaid, on account of the Quartermaster Department, and 
for the subsistence of the army, that | am not possessed of data, from 
which to form the estimate required, with any probability of its 
accuracy. ‘I'he amount ol outstanding claims on the Quartermas- 
ter Department, I am in no otherway officially apprized of, except 
when the accounts are transmitted for investigation, and so far funds 
have been remitted. I have learnt, however, that in the vicinity 
of Detroit, there are outstanding claims to the amount,of $100,000. 
In ‘Tennessee, it was calculated that there were claims outstaad- 
ing to the amount of $150,000, on account of which, $65,000 have 
been remitted to Major Tatum, leaving $85,000 due. 

At Mohile it is stated that there are claims outstanding, to the 
amount of $10,000; on the northern frontier, $100,000; and it 
may be stated, that $100,000 will probaly be necessary to dis- 
charge outstanding claims in other sections of the United States. 
These several amounts constitute the sam of $425,000. 

The contractor’s accounts remaining. unsettled, and on which 
balances are claimed, may be stated at $100,000, independent of 
the balance. claimed on the accounts of James*Roddey, (240,000,) 
Which it is.contemplated to transfer to the credit of RK. C. Jen- 
nings, in his accounts as Pay Agent and Deputy Commissary. 


P. HAGNER, Additional Ace’t, 
Hon. W. H. Crawrorp, Secrelaryof War. 


Copy of a letter fromthe Third Auditor, to R: C. Jennings. 
P Treastry DerarTMENT, 
Third Auditor's Office, 5th August, 1824. 

Sir: Your accounts as deputy commissary of purchases, have 
been examined and adjusted, resulting in a balance due from you 
to the United States, of $131,656 78.* For explanation of the 
difference between the amount claimed on your respective ab- 
stracts, and that admitted to your credit, (you not having render- 
ed an account current, shewing the balance against you,) I refer 
you to the enclosed statement. From the summary statement 
herewith enclosed, you will observe, that you have been credited 
with the amount of disbursements made by James Roddey, your 
agent at Charleston, South Carolina, and have been charged with 
the advances made to him on account of the Commissary De- 
patrment. You have also been credited with a balance found due 
to him on settlement of his acco:znts, as contractor, agreeably to 
the arrangement authorized by you as his attorney. 

In regard to your aompensation, you will parceive no credit 
has been given on this settlement, because you had reudered no 
account current, shewing the period for which you were entitled 
to compensation; and it will now be necessary jor you to forward 
ap account therefor, to the Secretary of War, (or his sanction, be- 
fore it can be passed to your credit at this office. 

Your immediate attention is requested to the liquidation of the 
aforementioned balance, either by producing additional vouchers, 
or by refunding the same to the ‘I'reasurer of the United States. 

P. HAGNER, dudior. 








R. C. Jenwings, Esq. Norfolk, Virginia. 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Third Auditor's Office, Aug. 12, 1817. 
Sin: The accounts for supplies furnished under the late con- 
tracts of James Reddey, dated 7th November, 1811, 17th Novem- 
ber, 1812, 3iet March and Ist April, 1814, have been adjusted, 
and a final balance found remaining in his favour of 240,604 96 ; 


*This balance was afterwards increased $51,000. See note ou copy of the 
Third Aucitor’s letter, dated 12th August, 1817, 


a —~ —- oon 


~ |) yhichsum:has heen transferred to your credit, opposed to moniv» 


standing to your debit on the books of thisoffice. ‘The differences 
which have arisen, on the adjustment of the above mentioned ac 
counts, are folly explained in the statement here enclosed for your 
government. P. HAGNER, Auditor. 
Rongat C. Jnw¥ixas, Esq. Attorney to James Roddcy, Norfolk, Va. 

Note. The accountsof Mr. Roddey were settled by the Third 
Auditor, and reported to the Second Comptrotier for revision, on 
the 4th. August, 1817. Subsequent to the settlement, and the 
transfer of the before mentioned balance to Mr. Jenning’s credit, it 
was discovered that an advance of 50,000 dollars, on account of 
the contract of the Ist April, 1814, had been omitted to be charg- 
ed, and that a further sum of 1000 dollars was chargeable to the 
contractor, for provisions purchased, on his failure ; and these 
sums were entered to the debit of Mr. Jenvings, thereby reducing 
the aforesaid balance of 240,604 96 dollars to 189,604 96. 


April 30, 1817. 
Sin: Your letter of the 22d instant, to the Secretary of War, 
has been referred to this office, together with an account for artil- 
lery horses, purchased of J. Billings by Major Champlain, ia Oc- 
tober, 1315, ,and transferred to you by said Champlain, in ednse- 
quence of your being farnished the money for the purchase. 
The accounts of Major Champlain remaining unsettled, the trans- 
action cannot be acted on at present. ‘The papers, however, will 
be placed on file. and, should no objections arise to your claim for 
reimbursement, the amount will be admitted to your credit on the 
final settlement of your accounts. Respectiully, de. 
WM. LEE. 





JamEs RoDpry, Esq. Charleston, South Carolina. 





August 18, 1817. 
Sin: The acting Secretary of War has referred to this office 
your letter to him. of the 17th ultimo, an answer to. which has 
been delayed, with a view to receiving the decision of the Second 
Comptroller, (by whom the settlements of this office are revised,) 
on your claim for reimbursement of the sum fof $2,500, stated 
to have been loaned by you in October, 1215, to Major Champlain, 
to enable him to comply with the requisition of General Gaines 
for twenty-four artillery horses. 
That decision has now been obtained, and it is adverse to your 
claim, on the grounds of Major Champlain’s refusal to settle his 
public accounts. ‘This difficulty was suggested to yon in my let- 
ter of the 30th April last. The papers are herewith returned, 
that you may have recourse to Major Champlin for re-payment. 
Your accounts, as contractor, will be settled as early as the ba- 
siness of the office will admit, and whatever balance may be found 
in your favour will be transmitted you, 1 am, &c. ’ 
WM. LEE. 


JAMES RoppEy, Esq. Charleston, S. C. 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Third Auditor's Office, April 1. 1824, 
Sir: 1 have the honour so state, that, on the Sist ultimo, I ad- 
dressed a letter to General Arnistrong, heretofore, Secretary of 
War, in order to obtain from him such explanations as it might be 
in his power to furnish, on the subject of the transactions of 
Messrs. Jennings and Roddey. ‘The General's reply has been te- 
ceived this morning, and I now send a copy thereof, aud also a 
copy of the letter 1 wrote to him. With great reapeot, your most 
obedient servant, PETER HAGNERB, Auditor. 
The Hon. Lewis Wiut1AMs, Chairman Com. of Claims, H. R. 





Tatasury DerartMent, Third Auditor's Ofier, March 31, 1824. 

Sir: During your administration of the War Depariment, con- 
tracts for supplying the troops with provisions, in the states of 
South Coerolina and Virginia, were entered foto with James Rod- 
dey, of Charleston. Tbe contract forthe state of South’ Carolina 
is dated on the 3ist March, and that for the state of Virginia on 
the Ist April,1814. ‘The proposals for both appear to bave been 
tendered by Mr. R. C. Jennings, in Mr. Roddey’s name. The is- 
sues, under the contract, for South Carolina, were made by Mr. 
Roddey, and the accounts for the same rendered by him ; and Mr. 
Jennings made the issues in Virginia, and exhibited his accounts ; 
and a like course hat! been pursued by these gentlemen, under 
previous contracts, which were in Mr Roddey’s name. On the 
2d April, 1814, a letter appears to have been addressed by you to 
Mr. Jennings, to this effect: * Under the arrangement, proposed 
fy you to-day, your bills will be paid, to an amonnt not exceeding 








$400,000 ; the bills to be drawn at different dates, and at a sight 
of sixty days.” 
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In April, June, and: September, 1914, bills to the amount of 
$390,000 appear to have been drawn, by Mr. Jennings, on ac: 
count of Mr. Koddey’s contracts, and the warrants directed the 
sums to be charged to that account. Mr. Jennings, in 1815, was 
appointed a deputy commissary of purchases, in -he district inelu- 
ding the states of Virginia and South Carolina, and so acted till 
after the war; and Mr. Roddey officiated in that capacity, as his 
agent, in South Carolina. Each, in this Department, as well as 
in the Contractor's, rendered the accounts and vouchers for his 
own expenditures. ‘The advances on this account, also, were 
principally received by Mr. Jennings. On the final settlemeut of 
the accounts, a balance, to a very large amount, was found due to 
the United States on the commissary account; but, om the sub- 
sistence account, the balance was in favour of the contractor, and 
it was transferred to the credit of Mr. Jennings, in liquidation of 
the balance against him on the commissary account, still leasing 
him a debtor to the amount of nearly $200,000. 

The representatives of Mr. Roddey have petitioned Congress, 
complaining against the right of the accounting officers to make 
the transfer referred to ; contenditig that Mr. Jennings had no au- 
‘thority from Mr. Roddey to draw the bills, and receive the ad- 
vances on account of the contracts. 

On resorting to the files of the War Department, no evidence 
on this point, or in relation to the arrangement alluded to in your 
before mentioned letter, could be found. 1 have, theretore, to so- 
licit from you any information on this subject, that it may be in 
your power to furnish, and to intreat your early attention hereto. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 
Gen. Jonn ARMSTRONG, Red Hook, New-York. 





Rrp Hook, -4pril 10, 1824. 

Sin : Your letter, of the 3lst ultimo, was received on luesday 
last, and [ have employed myself since in examining such papers, 
in relation to contracts, and contractors, as were in my posses- 
sion, but without finding any thing that would explain the nature, 
or exteat, of the connexion that subsisted, during the late war, be- 
tween Mr. Roddey and Mr. Jennings. My own impression al- 
ways has been, that they were partners, as well in clothing, as in 
subsisting the troops, within the southern district ; and that Jen- 
nings, from his greater proximity to Washington, or better acquain- 
tance with business, was the partner selected for rendering ac- 
counts, receiving money, &c. Kc. 

The arrangement with Mr. Jennings, mentioned in my letter of 
2d of April, 1814, was one of the many expedients which our 
want of a proper system of finance forced upon us, at that. very 
urgent period of the war. It was believed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury to be an accommodation to his Department, at the 
time, and was entirely approved by the President. The circum- 
stances leading to, and accompanying it, were as follow: In the 
spring of 1814, Mr. Jennings came to Washington with some 
heavy demands, both prospective and retrospective, for disburse- 
ments made, and to be made, for the two departments, (clothing 
and subsistence,) with which he was connected. As it was ut- 
terly impossible to comply with these, for want of means, Mr. 
Jennings offered to raise the funds necessary for both objects, 
through the medium of the southern banks, without any extra 
charge, or cosf, to the United States, provided that he should be 
authorized to draw bills for the amount, at certain fixed periods, 
at given sights, and in succession. 

This proposition, as already stated, was accepted, and the bills 
drawn in execution of it. I know not when Mr. Roddey died ; 
but if he survived the drawing of the bills by Mr. Jennings, (be- 
ioga man of business,) it is to be presumed, that he could not 
have been ignorant of the transaction; and having, at no time, dur- 
ing his life, protested against the competency of Jennings tod aw 
bills, in satisfaction of the contract, it would appear to follow, that 
his (Jennings’) authority todo so was not denied by Mr. Roddey. 

With great respect, | am, sir, your obedient humble servant, 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Peter HAGNER, Esq. 4uditor, Kc. Washington City. 


JOHN H. HOWLAND’S MEMORIAL. 











In Senate of the United States, April 20, 1824. 
Mr. Smiru, from the Committee on Finance, to which was referred 
the Memorial of John H. Howland, of New-York, reported: 


: a's s Pe hp 


That it is proved that two “hundred and; thirty-seven boxes of 
sugar, the property of the petitioner and Andrew Southwick, were 
entered, outward, by JohnH. Howland & Co. agents for: the own- 
ers, in the month of August 1824, [1823] on board the brig William 
Howland, Andrew Southwick, (then master) for Hamburg That 
the usual proof of importation, and every requisite necessary to the 
obtaining of the draw-back on exportation, had been complied with, 
except only the giving the bond. That the brig was cleared out, 
on the 19th day of Augnst, by Capt. Southwick, who, withina day 
or, two fell sick, and Captain Akin being substituted, the brig’s 
papets were endorsed accordingly, at the custom-house, to wit, 
on the 23d day of August which day Mr.Barstow (the partner who 
did the custom-house business) considered as the true day of clear- 
ance, and from which the time of twenty days, allowed for giving 
the bond, was to be counted, and made a memorandum, accordingly, 
in his book. ‘That, however, he, the said Barstow, did call several 
days before the expiration of the twenty days, from the 19th August, 
and within the time allowed by law, and offered to execute the bond, 
when the clerk, whose duty it was. informed him that the bond was not 
ready ; that he called again, within the time, and found the clerk 
engaged and pressed by his business; and, at another time, when the 
clerk was absent, and that, on the 1ith of September, that is three 
days after the twenty days from the 19th August, but within the 
twenty days from the 23d, when the endorsement of Capt. Akin’s 
name had been made on the papers ; and the said Barstow applied 
again to give the bond, when he was informed that he was too late, and 
the bond could not be taken. ‘The petitioner prays relief, which, 
in the opinioa of the committee, ought to be granted ; and they ask 
leave to report a bill granting the relief required. 
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REGULATIONS FOR THE GRANTING OF LAND, &e. 





Regulations for the Granting of and under the’ Spanish Govern- 
ment of Louisiana, and Mr. Gallatin’s instructions to the Land 
Commissioners in Louisiana and Missouri.—January 17, 1824. 

Don Alexander O'Reilly, Commander of Benfayon; of the Order of Aleanta- 
ra; Inspector General of Infantry; appointed, by special commission, Gover- 
nor and Captain General of this Province of Lousiana. « » 

Divers complaints .and petitions which have been addressed to us 
by the inhabitants of Opelousas, Attakapas, Nachitoches, and other 
places of this province, joined to the knowledge we have acquired 
of the local concerns, culture, and means, of the inhabitants, by 
the visit which we have lately made to the Cote des Allemands, 
Cote des Accadians, Hyberville, and La Pointe Coupee, with the 
examination we have made of the reports of the inhabitants assem- 
bled, by our order, in each district, having convinced us that the 
tranquillity of the said inhabitants, and the progress of culture, 
required a new regulation, which should fix the extent of the grants 
of lands which shall hereafter be made, as well as the inclosures, 
cleared lands, roads, and bridges, which the inhabitants are bound 
to keep in repair, and to point out the damage by cattle, for which 
the proprietors shall be responsible : for these causes, and having 
nothing in view but the public good and the happiness of every 
inhabitant, after having advised with persons well mformed in these 
ee: we have regulated all those objects in the following arti- 
cles. 

1. There shall be granted to each newly arrived family who may 
wish to establish themselves on the borders of the river, six or eight 
arpens in front, (according to the means of the cultivator,) by for- 








.ty arpens in depth, in order that they may have the benefit of 


the cypress wood—which is as necessary as useful to the inhabi- 
tants. 

2. The grantees established on the borders of the river, shall 
be held bound to make, within the three first years of possession, 
mounds sufficient for the preservation of the land, and the ditches 
necessary to carry off the water. ‘They shall, besides, keep the 
roads in good repair, of the width of at least forty feet between 
the inner ditch, which runs along the mound, and the barrier ; 
with bridges of twelve feet over the ditches which may cross the 
roads. The said grantees shall be held bound, within the said 
term of three years’ possession, to clear the whole front of their 
land, to the depth of {wo arpens ; und in default of fulfilling these 
conditions, their land shall revert to the king’s domain, and be 








granted anew; and the judge of each place shall be responsible 





to the Governor, for the superintendence of this object, 
[To be Continued. } 
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